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COURSES
Photography          
 Courses

INTERMEDIATE COURSE

The Intermediate Course is a 13-week fulltime course aimed 
at preparing you for the creative, conceptual, technical and 
professional demands of photographic practice. On 
completion of this course you should be able to photograph, 
process and print photographs at an intermediate level. By 
the end of the course you should have a clear idea of what 
area of photography you wish to operate in (social 
documentardocumentary, commercial, art/concept), as well as have a 
comprehensive set of skills that will enable you to develop 
your chosen area of specialization.

You would also be in a position to undertake modest 
professional assignments and charge entry-level fees for 
doing so. You should also be able to work as a 
photographer’s assistant on more ambitious assignments 
within the various streams of photography.

The InteThe Intermediate Course gives you a clear basis from where 
you can launch into the Advanced Prorgamme in 
Photography or the Photojournalism and Documentary 
Photography Programme.
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PHOTOJOURNALISM AND 
DOCUMENTARY
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PROGRAMME

The Photojournalism and Documentary Photography 
Programme (PDP) is a year-long course intended to address 
the needs of aspirant photojournalists from South Africa and 
further afield on the continent. Students who complete the 
programme are trained to be ableto integrate themselves 
quickly and efficiently in newsrooms across a variety of 
media organisations (newspapers, picture agencies, radio 
stations with a pstations with a presence on the web etc) as photographers 
or in other capacities.

While applicants accepted into the course are required to 
have a demonstrable prior knowledge of photography from 
at least an intermediate level, they undergo rigorous 
training designed to bring their technical and conceptual 
skills to the level required of professional photojournalists. 
Students are further challenged to analyse and question 
photographic and social conventions, so as to report 
insightfully on their cultuinsightfully on their cultures and add depth to coverage of 
African issues.

The PDP begins mid-January and ends mid-December. It 
comprises four terms, 
with the third semester largely devoted to internshipsin 
which students gain work experience at news organisations 
in Johannesburg and elsewhere.

ADVANCED PROGRAMME 
IN PHOTOGRAPHY

The Advanced Programme is a yearlong course aimed at 
devel-oping contemporary photographers. The course is 
designed to give students the structure necessary to explore, 
in their preferred mode, an independent and self-motivated 
body of photographic work as well as a comprehensive 
portfolio. In addition the programme aims to provide 
students with training in professional, technical and 
conceptual skills as an entry to the field of photo-graphic conceptual skills as an entry to the field of photo-graphic 
practice, which includes:

- Working with relative independence to plan, research and 
implement an independent photographic project
- Responding effectively to briefs to produce photographic 
assignments in different professional contexts
- Developing a critically-informed approach to photography 
practice in different contexts through an awareness of the 
history and current practice of photography
- Building a well presented and consistent portfolio
- Engaging with professional opportunities, exercising skills 
in public relations, networking, efficient research and 
communication

The emphasis in the course is on self-diThe emphasis in the course is on self-directed learning, active 
participation in course subjects and projects, engagement 
with trainers, projects and pursuit of an independent body of 
work. Students are required to begin defining their own areas 
of interest and specialisation. They should be able to critically 
reflect on personal strengths and weaknesses and articulate 
their needs and aspirations in this regard.

FOUNDATION COURSE

The Foundation Course is an 8-week introductory course 
aimed at those with basic or no experience in photography.

It oIt offers a comprehensive introduction to practical/technical 
know how in both digital and analogue photography as well 
as theoretical knowledge in visual literacy and professional 
practice. While there is a lot of thinking, reading, discussing 
and debating involved in the course, we believe strongly that 
the knowledge you acquire must be evident in the work that 
you produce as a photographer. Therefore we seek to 
measumeasure your learning on the course through applied tasks.

The Foundation Course is designed to provide you with the 
necessary skills to photograph and process photographic 
images (in both analogue and digital format); develop a 
portfolio of work and enable you to assist a professional 
photographer under close supervision and mentorship. The 
course is designed to lead onto our intermediate level course.
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