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An introduction to photography, the Foundation Course 
teaches the basics of digital photography. After having 
completed this course you will be able to photograph 
and process photographic images in digital format. You 
will also begin to work towards the development of a 
portfolio of work that will focus on a particular area of 
photographic practice, whether it be social documentary 
photography, commercial photography, or 
art photography.

Foundation Course in Photography

FC

Duration: 8 weeks 
Six Foundation Courses run through the year. Courses 
commence on the following dates:

Time: Mon – Fri 09h00 - 17h00
Cost: R5 750 (From Jan 2017)

11 January 2017
08 March 2017   
10 May 2017
05 July 2017   
23 August 2017   
04 October 2017

Full Time
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The Intermediate Course is aimed at preparing students 
for the creative, conceptual, technical and professional 
demands of photographic practice. After having 
completed this course students are able to shoot, 
process and print photographs at a professional level. By 
the end of the course students should both have a clear 
idea of what area of photography they wish to operate in 
(social documentary, commercial, art/concept), as well 
as a comprehensive set of skills that will enable them to 
develop their chosen area of specialisation.

Students will be able to communicate with confidence, 
start up independent photography businesses, work in 
Photoshop and Lightroom, be able to navigate social 
media and use it as a branding tool, work confidently in 
the studio, and learn how to control light in any situation. IC

Intermediate Course in Photography

Duration: 12 weeks 
Three Intermediate Courses run throughout the year. 
Courses commence on the following dates:

Time: Mon – Fri 09h00 - 17h00
Cost: R9 488 (From Jan 2017)

23 January 2017   
07 May 2017   
16 August 2017

Full Time

Students have the opportunity to conceptualise a project, 
learning how to create a project proposal, budgeting, and 
creating an exhibition, enabling them to apply for funding 
opportunities within the photography industry. 
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In the Advanced Programme, the focus is placed on 
the individual’s creative, conceptual and professional 
development and personal photographic vision. 
Specialist skills are introduced at this level, in addition to 
which students will embark on a series of independent 
self-motivated projects. Students also select options 
from a programme of advanced interventions, these are 
short, intense programmes with defined outcomes – such 
as the production of a portfolio, publication or exhibition. 
These advanced interventions are designed to provide 
learners with specific skills, experience and access to the 
professional worlds of photography.

The Advanced Programme focuses on commercial as 
well as fine art photography, allowing the student to 
build up a professional portfolio. The course includes APP

Advanced Programme in Photography

Duration: 12 months 

Time: Mon – Fri 09h00 - 17h00
Cost: R19 000 (From Jan 2017)

18 January 2017

Full Time

multimedia, community engagement, and entrepreneurial 
skills. Furthermore, Advanced students are placed in 
internships where they receive industry experience, and 
create a public project that focuses on curatorial practice 
as well as engagement on a particular social issue within 
a specific community. 
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The Photojournalism and Documentary Photography 
Programme (PDP) was established in 2005, with the aim 
of broadening the availability of photography training for 
aspiring photojournalists in South Africa, the sub-region 
– and further afield on the continent. The PDP focuses 
heavily on inculcating a critical awareness of socio-
political issues, cultural contexts, and contemporary 
media practices and perspectives, as they appear within 
the broader South African landscape. The methodologies 
and perspectives employed throughout the course are 
specific and contextual, and would suite students with a 
keen interest in African affairs. Students from other parts 
of the world who have a proven interest in exploring and 
documenting issues in Africa may also apply for the PDP. 
In keeping with the ethos of the Market Photo Workshop, 
there is a particular emphasis on recruiting learners 

PDP
Photojournalism and Documentary Photography 
Programme 

Duration: 12 months 

Time: Mon – Fri 09h00 - 17h00
Cost: R21 000 (From Jan 2017)

17 January 2017

Full Time

from disadvantaged communities and from sectors of 
the media that may have limited exposure to important 
debates on photography (notably media in outlying and 
rural areas).

The PDP combines instruction in technical and 
conceptual issues with projects that enable students to 
sharpen their critical, research and interpersonal skills. 
Teaching is conducted in a context of ongoing debate 
about what it means to be a photojournalist at a time 
when social networking, citizen journalism and other 
threats to print media have made traditional forms of 
photo-reportage all but obsolete.

The programme comprises four terms, the first two terms 
are the most intensive, where students are expected to 

complete rigorous assignments set by trainers who are 
seasoned professionals within their areas of expertise. 
Classes are often interspersed with guest lectures and 
workshops, facilitated by highly qualified journalists, 
photographers and academics. The third term is largely 
devoted to internships in which students gain work 
experience at news organisations and non governmental 
organisations in Johannesburg and elsewhere. During the 
fourth term, students are given time to critique the work 
they’ve produced over the course of the year, while at the 
same time finalising their portfolios.

Training encompasses seven core modules designed to 
complement learning in photography with an appreciation 
of journalistic ethics, professional practice, multimedia 
and visual literacy. 
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Public Programmes are a series of events involving and 
directed at professional photographers, visual artists, 
educators, students and the broader public. Public 
Programmes all seek to inform the trends, practices, 
methods and contemporary ways of working and thinking 
in South African photography practice through exposure 
to a broad understanding of visual culture. The basis of 
all Public Programmes is to create Public Voice 
and Discourse.

Public Programmes and Development include focus 
areas such as hosting exhibitions, outreach projects, and 
public discussions and lectures. 

• The Photo Workshops runs a number of projects 
throughout the year each aimed at documenting and 
engaging with specific areas of focus. All projects 
compliment course curricula by providing practical 
and realistic experience to students and photographer

• Exhibitions are aimed at creating exposure for both 
the students, and the photographers who exhibit 
at The Photo Workshop Gallery. Efforts are focused 
around the increased use of our ever expanding 
photographic archive, student work and collections. 
These exhibitions are crucial communicators of 
society; identity, culture, and representation. The 
Market Photo Workshop hosts an average of eight 
exhibitions per year.

• The Photo Workshop is particularly interested in 
the development of photography in South Africa, 
and the process of image making. One of the many 
ways to encourage the development, dissemination 
and appreciation of photography in South Africa, 
and keeping students and the wider community 
abreast of new developments and trends, is to invite 
contemporary practicing photographers to present 
work at the Photo Workshop.  These forums are 
usually conceptualised as lectures, discussions, 
seminars, or workshops.

Public Programmes at the Market Photo Workshop



+27 (0)11 834 1444

info@marketphotoworkshop.co.za

www.marketphotoworkshop.co.za
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2 Helen Joseph Street, 
(Bus Factory entrance)
Newtown, Johannesburg
2000

About the Market Photo Workshop

Located in Newtown, Johannesburg, the Market Photo 
Workshop strives to create an environment where 
students learn, not only the technical and conceptual 
aspects of photography, but also ways of critical 
thinking integral to the understanding of contemporary 
photographic practice.

Equipping students with an extensive insight of the role 
photography plays socially, politically and in the wider 
cultural community, the Market Photo Workshop provides 
students with the vital tools needed to negotiate the 
urban terrain that is present-day Johannesburg. 

We believe in progressive education that challenges 
traditional modes of thinking, continuously encouraging 
students to critically engage with the world around them. 
Our courses are aimed at developing photography skills, 
but also focus on entrepreneurial skills, enabling students 
to enter the photography market with confidence.

The Market Photo Workshop is a division of the Market 
Theatre Foundation.


